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AN 


ADDRESS, &c. 


MY COUNTRYMEN, 


T hath been of late so fashionable to exclaim 
against all settled Governments, and to insist 
upon the necessity of Revolutions, that even in 
this Country we are not without some, who, dis- 
satisfied and disaffected with every thing that is 
not conducted by themselves, endeavour to make 
their Countrymen unhappy with their situation, 
by holding out to them a Constitution that 
exists only in imagination, and which never . 
nor ever can be reduced to practice. 


A3 ? But, 


r 


4 
But, my Countrymen, before you enlist under 
the Banners of Sedition, consider seriously what 
will be the probable situation of this Country- 
and as these men hold out the example of France 
: for our imitation, they mean to act upon similar 
principles-- what must inevitably be its situation, 
if a Revolution should be attempted among us. 


Permit me then, my Countrymen, who am a 
plain man, unskilled in intrigues of any kind, and 
a real lover of my country, to address you in fa- 
miliar language, and lay before you, by an appeal 
to facts, what misery such men would wish to 
bring upon us: and this I shall do, by sewing 
you the dreadful condition to which they mean to 
reduce every thing accounted dear and valuable 
by a Briton. e 


and first, let us view what will be the situation 1 
7 of our 


| RELIGION. 


The ridicule which those modern Philosophers 
and Revolutionists wish to cast upon all Religion, 
their many impious and blasphemous writings, 
and the examples of their friends and correspon- 
dents in France, leave no room to doubt what 


| they 
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dey mean to transact in this respect: the Revenues 

of the Church, of the Universities, of the Corpo- 
rations, and of all Charities whatever, will be first 
seized upon, and applied to the basest purposes; 
those of private gains, and of securing to them- 
selves future absolute power over their fellow- 
subjects; all Religion will be discountenanced; 

the Ministers of Religion, who will not consent 
to such sacrilege, will be some murdered, others 
imprisoned, and the rest banished for ever from 
their country and their friends, and forced, like 
vagabonds, to beg their bread in foreign coun- 
tries. But will Britons, who look up to their 
Religion as their chief consolation, who regard 
the Clergy as friends and brethren, and among 
whom so many receive innumerable benefits from 
the various charitable institutions in this country; 
will they for a moment suffer even the thoughts 
of such sacrilege and such crimes to be com- 
mitted? I know they will not. Dissenters as 


well as Churchmen are concerned, if not equally  . 


so; for those pretended Philosophers despise all 
Religion, and consider it as totally unworthy their 
thoughts, 
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Next to Religion, let, us look to the safety of 


our 


LIVES. 


And here a dreadful prospect is opened to every 


individual; for in popular commotions, which 


ever attend Revolutions, neither high or low. 
rich or poor are regarded; every man is armed, 


and perhaps first murders his parent or his friend; 


and under the name of public vengeance, the 
private malice of the most notorious villain is 

satisfied, in the massacre of the best members of 
society; and it almost invariably happens, that 


the worthiest men are the first sacrifices. Will 
you then, my Countrymen, hazard your lives, and 


those of your friends, to satisfy the ambition or 
the avarice of a set of men withaut * and 
W principle ? 


In case of 'a Revolution, let us also see the al- 


most inevitable condition of 


PROPERTY. 
AND FIRST, OF LANDED PROPERTY, 


Nor is this view more pleasing than the former: 


the adfocates for a Revolution in this Country, 
profess themorives adverse to any person having 


possessions 


"(COF 

possessions above a certain sum: when they have 
gained their ends in advancing themselves to un- 
limited power, they will adjudge to every person 
such a portion of his property as they shall think 
fit; and from such men liberality cannot be ex- 
pected. And, besides this, upon the most trifling 

pretence, many will be judged to have forfeited 
their property, which will then become common 
plunder. But will any Englishman suffer himself 
to be thus unjustly deprived of his property, be- 
cause a set of men assert he has too much; or 
that he has offended their sovereign will? Surely 
the spirit of Britons must be much lowered, to 


syffer such insults, and such injustice: surely this 
cannot be called Liberty. 


Nor will Personal Property be more secure; 
either Securities upon Land, Roads, Canals, or 


the Public Funds. This species of property will, 


perhaps, be more concerned in an event of this 
kind than any other; for if it should not be to- 
tally destroyed, it will be so reduced in its value, 
as to have, at least for a very considerable time, 
almost the same effect: and when it is considered 
what numbers of persons have their sole depen- 
dance upon it; and upon such a dreadful event, 
how many helpless persons, widows and orphans, 
must be driven to desperati ion, surely the generous 
ardor 
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ardor of Britons to relieve the distressed, will be 
exerted in the first instance, by repelling the au- 
dacious attempts of those men who aim to bring 
Confusion, Anarchy, and Destruction into their 


Country, under the nee names of n 
and i 


If we also a Commerce, we shall not find 
its condition better; for as Peace is its supporter, 
|| so Confusion and War ever prove its bitter enemy: 
{A upon a Revolution we should immediately observe 
our Ports cleared of Ships; our Maritime Towns 
destitute of employment; our Sailors starving, 
and the Navy, the defence and glory of our island, 
rotting, while Commerce, which had brought s0 
* many blessings to the country, would take its 
| station in other lands, and there bestow those 


[| benefits which we had ungratefully refused. 


And if Commerce thus forsakes us, what is to 
become of our Manufactures? they must and will 
also leave us, for they cannot exist without it. 
We shall then, alas! see our large towns deserted 
by their wealthy inhabitants, while the poor work- 
| men, with their numerous families, will be dying 
with want, or driven by desperation to prey upon 
their tellow-creatures, already distressed as them- 
selves 5 
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selves; and at last will be-out off by the power of 
the 2 if then * should exist. 


Apricuiriles 4 will be far, very far ben 


thriving: for while the Landed Property is in o 


uncertain a state, and from the dreadful distur- 
bances attending a Revolution, so many of the 


labourers will be forced from their usual avoca- 


tions, to turn their instruments of t tillage to those 
of war, the land cannot receive its due attention, 
and will not yield its accustomed products: then 
we shall see the fields lie uncultivated, the farmer 
unable to discharge his rent, the labourers, not 
having their usual employments, nor relieved by 


the former wealthy inhabitants, pining and starv- 
ing for want; -- -the consequences must be a defi- 


ciency in corn for the country in general; a fa- 
mine will ensue, accompanied as usual with pes- 
tilence: thus shall we be visited with those dread- 


ful scourges of divine vengeance, the sword, the 


famine, and pestilence, 


Let us take a view, in the last place, of labour 


in general, should a Revolution be attempted in 
this country. If such evils as I have described 


should be the unhappy lot of this island, and 


* must follow a Revolution, little, very little 
employment 
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employment of any kind will remain for the la- 


bourer; then this most useful class of men, who 
are in general an honour and a blessing to their 
country, will be driven from place to place, with- 


out a real friend to look for succour; without a 


dwelling for themselves or families, without la» 
bour, and without support, and no charitable 


institution from which they may expect relief; 


perhaps at last forced into the service of those 
enemies of their country, who, when their ambi - 
tious ends are accomplished, will desert and for- 


sake them in their greatest distress. 


Nor is this representation exaggerated; for its 
truth I appeal to the experience of this country 
in the last century, or to the present situation of 
France, where they have suffered almost all the 
evils I have mentioned, and the remaining ones 
are advancing with a rapid Stride. 


And what, a a. man will ask, are we 
to obtain at the hazard of such evils? One of 
those pretended Philosophers will answer, Liberty 
and Equality. But surely, we in this country 
enjoy Liberty as far as can be consistent with 


Order and good Government; and as to Equa- 


bty, it is only used by those men as a term to 
catch 


.. ——————————— 
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catch the attention of the unthinking; and'never 
has been explained by them; but we must know 
that Equality, strictly so called, is impossible to 
be preserved in any State: and if we look inte 
France, where both are said to be maintained, we 


see Licentiousness, in all its horrid forms, reigning 
instead of Liberty; and their pretended Equality 


der. 
But if the same question be asked a reasonable 
man, he will answer, we are to encounter all 
these, and if possible, far greater evils, to raise to 
arbitrary power a set of unprincipled men; who, 
being justly excluded from power under the pre- 
sent Constitution, will stop at no measure, how- 
ever destructive it may prove to their country, 
so that their ambition or avarice may be gra- 
tified. | 


Now let us cast a slight view over our present 


situation, which, after the melancholy prospect 
we have seen, must appear the summit of hap- 
piness to reasonable men: we are all, from the 


protected by the same Laws: our religious rites 
_ to * in * regularly and decently 


performed; 


— 


to consist only in plunder, robbery, and mur- 


highest to the lowest, equally subject to, and 


* 
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performed; we are at liberty to attend divine 
worship where we please; and every person is 
supported by the laws in the performance of that 
Religion which is most agreeable to his own opi- 
nions: our lives are as safe as human laws can 
make them, from our enemies; nor can they be 
taken away by the arm of justice, till after the 
most strict scrutiny, and every means of defence 
allowed us: our property of every kind is secured, 
and what we have either procured by industry, or 
possess by inheritance, is rendered entirely safe, 
and cannot be taken from us through the artful 
pretensions of unprincipled men: Commerce is 
in a more flourishing state than ever was before 
known in this, or in any other country, by which 
our Manufactures find their way to the most 
- distant parts of the world, and are thus enabled to 
be carried to that state of perfection which other 
countries attempt in vain. From this safety of 
property, and liberty of acting, the Agriculture of 
this Country is advancing very fast to the highest 
improvement and from these causes together, 
we trace the immense flow of wealth which has 
raised every species of property to almost double 
its former value: the same causes also furnish an 
abundance of employment to the labourer of 
every denomination, unexampled in former times. 
From 
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From hence also the many EY and W insti- 
tutions, for the relief of the poor and miserable, are 
extended beyond the example of any other age 
or nation: all. these advantages, and all these 
blessings, we are advised to sacrifice; and for 
what? for anarchy, plunder, and murder, under 
the pretended names of Liberty and Equality. 


And surely the Constitution of a Conne 
which secures to its inhabitants such invaluable 
benefits, cannot be founded upon bad principles; 
but if among the clamours of factious and dis- 
contented men, even but one real cause of com- 
plaint should arise, we have a method, and that 
a quiet and legal one, of having it removed: a 
proper petition to the Legislature, which is always 
ready to attend to any just representation of the 

People, will never fail to gain the end pro- 
posed. 5 


Thus, my Countrymen, I have placed before 
you the hazards we run in attending to the wick- 
ed insinuations of artful, designing, and factious 
men; I have also shewn you the happiness we 
enjoy under our present Constitution, and I defy 
any one to refute the truth of the representation; 
and J dare assert, without fear of contradiction, 

| that 


* 


that no other system of Government, but that of 
it this country, ever did confer, and therefore a most 
[| powerful argument that no other ever will confer, 
| equal . on its inhabitants. 


il I have now, my Countrymen---and I wish to 
1 | adv myself to all ranks and descriptions of 
| men ; high and low, rich and poor, Churchmen, 
qi and Dissenters; for all are equally concerned in 


[f the safety of their country---to entreat you, be- 

| i fore it be too late, to consider the various ties 
1 which should bind us to the present Constitution 

ol our Country: our Religion, Lives, Property, 
I and what a Briton values almost equally dear, | 
ii our Liberty, are all at stake; our Families, 

{ Friends, nay our Country itself, call upon us to 

| i resist every attempt that may be made to wean 
1 us from that love of our Country, which warms 

lf the breast of every True Briton. I have done 


4 my duty in admonishing you of yours, and have 
only to add my sincere and fervent wish, that 
internal peace may reign among us, and that by 
refusing to attend to the first insinuations of the 
discontented and factious, we may baffle all their 
mischievous and wicked intentions. 


A fon. 


